







November 28, 2010
Dear John, 


How time flies!  Ten years ago yesterday, November 27, 2000, we welcomed you into this august building.  You moved into the corner office and began your ministry here with us.  We were a congregation still healing from difficult decisions, hurt feelings, and broken spirits.  We looked forward to the promise that your youth and vitality offered and you have not disappointed us.  

There was a lot to come: many new people, young and old, a capital campaign that revitalized this building and the congregation within it, new staff, expanded children and youth programs, discipleship groups, the Praise and Worship Band, a mission statement that guides our everyday decisions and actions, and new challenges from the pulpit.  Your open door and willingness to communicate with us have been hallmarks of your time here.  You have inspired, enlightened, challenged, and comforted us through your preaching and pastoral care.   We do not always agree with you but your love of the Lord and reliance on His word is evident in all you do.   You have helped to make us strong in our faith: not only faith in God, but in ourselves and one another.  Your strength emanates from the pulpit each Sunday and we go away fulfilled and ready for another week.

So this congregation here today is different from the one that welcomed you ten years ago.  Many of us are still here, a little older and grayer.  We’ve also bid tearful goodbyes to dear friends and family members who have passed on.  The preschoolers of ten years ago are now members of our youth groups.  We’ve celebrated the joy of births, baptisms, confirmations, and weddings.  And John, you’ve been by our side through it all. We offer our heartfelt thanks to God for sending you and your family to us.  We pray that God will continue to bless your ministry here in Holden and that all we do will glorify His name. 





Your brothers and sisters in Christ

